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the evil eye We climbed the roof of a house5 in order
to see the mosaics on the minarets A porter opened
the door, took off his cloak, shook the dust of it over us,
and spat, after which superb insolence he deigned to
allow us, Christian vermin, to enter It seems to me
that any wisdom we possess is given to us for use upon
occasions such as these It helps us to take note
without resentment of such gestures of contempt, so
liberally and whole-heartedly bestowed I took note
of them, and they taught me to understand a little
and be grateful for the wonderful patience, tact and
sympathy which the British who work in the East show
in their dealings with peoples so different from them-
selves Those of us who stay at home see them mostly
only after their work is done I used to see them at
Cheltenham when I was a girl I thought that they
were nice old gentlemen then, but now that I have seen
them at their work, I am full of admiration for the
wonderful things they do, and the unruffled way in
which they do them

Babylon1   To Babylon by car,  to be shown the
wonders of the place, graphic language, the old City
walls and the vestiges of the hanging garden    We saw
the foundations of Nebuchadnezzar's Palace and of the
Hall of Belshazzar where the grim feast was held, when
the fingers of a man's hand wrote the doom of the king
on the walls    Later on, we met, both at Damascus and
at home, Mr and Mrs Woolley, who had n\ade such
wonderful discoveries at Ur    Splendid as those dis-
coveries are, the splendour of their devotion to the task
which they had undertaken is yet greater    Whilst I
was exploring Baghdad, my Controller was examining
the agricultural districts    He got much help not only
from the officials, but also from Major Stanley, who was
engaged in large agricultural enterprise   Lord Melchett
and my Controller met His Majesty, King Feisal, who is a
keen agriculturist    Melchett on his return to England
gave orders that a present of the fertilizers made at
Billuigham should be sent to His Majesty    By some